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Towards the end of February a large ball was given by
Napoleon's sister, Princess Pauline Borghese. She appeared
wonderfully dressed in white with a scarlet tunic, and with
jewels in her hair. After some time she disappeared only to return
with a still more beautiful pink garment thrown over a white
gown. The gods of love could have chosen nothing more delight-
ful/ remarked the Crown Prince. At a little distance the Princess
looked altogether charming, but in reality her cheeks were hollow,
her complexion sallow, and all semblance of beauty had vanished.
'A quoi sert le superfiu, quand on manque du necessaire,' Ludwig
remarked ironically. Whilst masked at this ball he also spoke
to Madame Recamier. But what did all these one-time world-
famed beauties count in comparison with Mariannina, young,
charming, and only twenty-one? Then he compared his wife with
all the women he had ever met and said to himself: It is a most
comforting feeling to have a dependable wife.'

The constant stream of invitations and amusements, as well
as the enormous expenses incurred by the Crown Prince on his
journeys, prevented him from acquiring any art treasures at this
time. This enforced self-denial led him to advise his brother-
in-law in Prussia to purchase a Raphael Madonna from the Duca
Landa, and he even undertook to bargain for it on his behalf.
The amount asked is considerable/ he declared, 'but the acquisi-
tion of an undoubted Raphael is an unusual piece of luck. One
often hesitates to pay out a large sum all at once and thinks
nothing of paying as much in smaller sums at various times/1

As formerly, Ludwig was often to be found in the studios of
various artists and, strange to relate, the Marchesa Florenzi also
visited them. She persuaded her husband to invite the Crown
Prince to their country home at Colombella, near Perugia; Ludwig
accepted with pleasure and now told his wife for the first time2
about this couple and their invitation. He wrote saying that he
had met the Marchese nine years before, but he made no mention
of that gentleman's wife. It was only natural that the Crown
Prince's infatuation and his constant intervention on behalf of
the family should become the talk of Rome, yet he drove along
the Corso quite unconcernedly with the Marchesa. His entourage
and a well-known Jesuit did not cease their warnings. Ludwig
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